Double Entry Journal

What is a double entry journal? A double entry journal is a way for you to take note of important passages within  a text. If done correctly, the table will be organized and will span the entire reading selection. 

How to create a double entry journal? First, create a document in Google docs, naming it Double Entry Journal - Your name - text name. In the document, insert a table that has 3 columns. Name the columns as shown below. I usually make the Page # column much smaller than the other two columns.

You will then simply type the information in the correct boxes. Make sure that you include the entire quotation and that your interpretation is an analysis of the importance or significance of the quotation. Your interpretation should answer the questions “So what?” or What does the quotation imply?”.

For each new quotation, page number, and interpretation, press tab to get to the next line.

Here is an example of a quality double entry journal explanation. Make sure that you complete at least ten quotations and interpretations.  


	Page #
	Quotation
	Interpretation

	9
	“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom , it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way -- in short, the period was so far like the present period, that some of its noisiest authorities insisted on its being received, for good or for evil, in the superlative degree of comparison only.”
	The opening statement presents the motif of duality with the use of antitheses (statements that contradict each other).  Clearly, Dickens sets up the conflicts within the novel, hinting at behavior, redemption, and violence by using words such as “despair,” “Heaven,” “good or evil,” and “worst.”.  The statement also directly references the title (two cities).



